
CRASH, Bmtg,Mop
ow that the indoor season in the northern
hemisphere is well underway, it is
inevitable that we get questions relating
to bowls from adjacent rinks colliding with

each other. The majority of times these situations

comes into contactwith the jack

or other bowls before it comes
to rest or becomes dead."

They have been displaced and
so we turn to the Displacement
Laws to discover how to salvage

the situation.
37.3.1.1 lf the bowl is displaced

within the boundaries of the
rink of play by a neutral person

or neutral object and it has not
disturbed the head after it is
displaced, the bowl must
be replayed.

So, collision situation one is

solved by simply collecting the
two bowls and replaying them.
It may be a good idea to politely
agree as to who will deliver first
to avoid another collision.

are resolved amicably and efficiently by all involved.
Just occasionally, when the most precious shot in the
game is disrupted, things can get a little tense. So let
me guide you through some of the scenarios and
the correct way to resolve them.

A lead on rink two and a lead

playing in the opposite direction
on rink three, deliver their bowls
on a wide line and half-way up

the rink they collide. Happens a

lot, right? Actually, this is one of
the easiest scenarios to resolve.

First, we define both the
objects that collided. Either
one of those bowls has strayed
onto the neighbouring rink and
therefore is a neutral object.
"Definition C.24.2.1 a jack, bowl
or other object not belonging to
any player on the rink of play."

They are both on their original

course "Definition C.15 bowl in
its original course: a bowl from
its delivery until it comes to rest,

no matter how many times it

Let's make this a little more
complicated but actually
still common.

The third on rink two plays a

wide bowl to get to a jack in the far
corner ofthe rink near the ditch.

On rink three, the players are
minding their own business and
their head is a few metres past the
minimum distance - a short end.

The third's bowl looks to be a
good weight to do the job and
is certainly on the correct bias,

but it is heading directly towards
the head on rink three. Everyone
rushes towards the imminent
collision, start picking bowls up

and stopping bowls; chaos reigns.
Now this is when we get asked

the question. What should we
have done?

There is a specific law for this
scenario, still within the group of
Displacement Laws.

37.6 Bowl displacement by a
bowl from a neighbouring rink

37.6.1 lf a bowl at rest on the
rink is in danger of being moved
by a bowl from a neighbouring
rink, any player at the head must
choose whether to:

37.6.1 .1 lift the bowl at rest to
allow the other bowl to pass and
then replace it, as long as this
action would not influence the
outcome ofthe head; or

37.6.1.2 stop the bowl from the
neighbouring rink.
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