
Measuring uslng callipers
This month, lfocus
on arguably the most
accurate measuring
implement - callipers.
A calliper (or caliper)
is an engineering
instrument used
primarily to measure
internal or external
dimensions. They
usually consist of a pair
of adjustable pivoted
legs fixed at one
end by a spring. The
distance between the
tips of the legs can be
adjusted using a
screw-nut on a
threaded rod

or use in measuring between
bowls andjack. you would
need to source an internal
calliper model. Good quality

engineering grade callipers will last
a long time and are worth the extra
investment. Cheaper versions are
availablg but become beset with
quality issues which can lead to
some embarrassing situations if
they suddenly spring open when
measuring. To give you an idea of
longevity, my personal set were given
to me by my grandad when I started
umpiring 35 years ago and they are
my most trusted item in my kit.

Callipers are arrailable in a range of
sizes, the most common for umpiring
kits being bet'ween 20-30cm in length
(8-12 inche$. They are ideal for use

when the distalce between the jack
and bowls is fairly small, between ten
and 200 millimetres. As players it is
unlikely that you would want to invest
in a set of callipers for general use

during your games. The tendency is to
make use of the small callipers that can
be found on the base of some brands
of box measure. I would certainly not
recommend any qualilied umpire rely
on these and instead you should invest
in a good qualify calliper.

You will remember from the January
article that the basic principles talk

about wedging any bowls that are
leaning or on their running surface.
This is particularly important when
using callipers as you will be relying
on the bowls to be the secure object
to take your measurement from. You
will be making gentle contact with
the bowis So before starting your
measure, make sure you securely
wedge any bowls that require it.

The jack is a smaller object than
the bowl as we know and the nearest
point of the jack is lower than the
nearest point of the bowl. This is
important to remember when using
callipers as you will need to hold
them on a slight
tilt. There is a
lot of discussion
about where the
screw adjustment
arm should be
when measuring

-pointing down
towards the
rink or pointing
up. Honestly, it
doesrlt matter.
If you are right
handed, then it is
easier to adjust the calliper with that
hand and so the screw will be on your
right-hand side.

When you come to actually carry
out the measure it is important
to maintain a steady position and
so kneeling on the rink is highly
recommended. You can also rest your
hands or the pivot end of the callipers
on the rink if they are long enough to
do so. This gives a little extra stability.

Set the legs of the callipers at the
approximate distance of the gap

between the first bowl and the jack
and gently oller the callipers up to

"Whenyou come
to actually c&rry
out the meu,sure
it is imbortant to

see how much adjustment is needed.
Never adjust the callipers when
they are between the objects - as

mentioned earlier the cheaper ones
can leave you with the embarrassment
of chasing thejack around the head!

Move the callipers away from the
objects make hne adjustments and
offer them up again. You can use the
secure bowl as your stable measuring
point rather than touching thejack.
Gently run one leg of the callipers
down the surface of the bowl at the
right argle adjusting each time until
bare contact is made with both the
bowl and the jack. Dorft worry too

much if your initial
measurement is not
exactly touching
both objects If the
measure is tight,
you can always
come back and
make more acc;.)ratg

adjustments
Without altering

the calliper setting,
nowmove to the
next bowl and
pass the callipers

through the gap from top to bottom. If
they do not pass through, then do not
force them as you will move something

- remember that angle between the
nearest points of thejack and bowls.

Return to the original bowl and
check to make sure nothing has
changed and to conhrm your
decision. You can always make
additional fine adjustments if you
cannot clearly determine the shot
from this initial measure.

Make your decision, turn out the
shot bowl and leave the rink.

Job done.

Above:

Dan Bluett had

steady hands using

a calliper during
one ofthe
quarter-final

matches at the
World lndoor Bowls

Championships

NEXT

MONTH
I take the bowl to
jackgap down a

notch and take a

look at the use of
feeler gauges for
spaces less than
10mm. So steady
hands needed for
April's article.

maintain a steudy
positi,on and, so
kneeling on the rink is
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Equally to Mike Davies who alongside
me is the longest serving officia1
at these championships Working
alongside Bernie Hill and I, you may
have seen some new faces tds ,.u. on
the YouTube or Facebook streams.
Sue Mates and Greg Brown took to
the various roles like ducks to water,
absorbing all of the unique aspects
of working on the portable rink. Well
done to all.

Tied ends. why so many? Well there
is simply only one straightforward
answer to that. there were more
occasior.rs when opponent bowls were
equidistant or touching thejack than
I can remember. Keyboard umpires
seemed intent on believing it was either
the inability ol the umpires to makey {:*HH,#i:*y::,

plays a big part in
the promotion ofr
our sport and the
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answers and leedback
nowadays. While at
any event I like to

imrnediate quest for'

touch on
with

shows a

interestand
Often

match. I will
check through thg
commetrts on the live
streams to see if there

to lamie Whlher
on tahing the
title this year,
but a huge
congratulations to
/ason Banks aho,
in my book" aas
the outstandi,ng
player ofthe

a decision or the

4ntiquated equlprnent
we wefe usmg.

"Isn't it about time
we moved into the
21st century and
used more accurate
equipment" came
one critical cry. Well ,

to answer that, in
our opinion, the
equipment we are
using is currently
the most accurate
available when in the
right hands and I
have every faith in the
team ol officials that%

is anything that would benefit lrom
an answer.

Much has been said over the yeal's

about the atmosphere in the arena.
the disruptions caused by sweet
wrappers, coughing and spluttering
and general sudden movements. lt's
is easy to criticise players for being
distracted by such disturbances. but
the distraction is a consequence 6f
the atnrosphere. I am sure we would

like to see improvements being
made each year and certainly I
will be giving feedback to the
organising committee areas that

affect the team of offrcials.
On that note, I have to thank
colleagues, Dan Bluett, Neill

. J Brice and Francis Fletcher
lor theil prolessionalism and

outstanding performances on
and off the rink in the final TV week.

they conduct all measures extremely
accurately a nd conrpetently.

'Squeaky'was retired. Not sure I
would ever find myself wriring that
in an article. but viewers with a keen
sense o[ hearing were hunting for
their ear delenders when the 3O-metre
tape was used to measure Lhe jack
lengths. One tape in particular was
nicknarned 'squeaka'and was in
desperate need of a service and bit of
TLC. Once we flound a quieter model,
we retired 'squeaky'for a well eamed
pampering. 'squeaky'will be back next
year hopefully rnaking a little less of a
protest at being unwound.

On a more serious notq if you have
any questions about arry aspect of
ofliciating at the World Indoor Bowls
Championships, please drop me a line
as always via the editor at ,-.
ceris.hewl i ngs@keypublishing..o* lJ
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Theumpiringteamduring I
thefinalTVweekstanding \ Iil^ill D.',-^ rl^4\ --J F----r-Neill Bryce (left) and Francis
Fletcher and front Dan Bluett
(left) and Allan Thornhill

I n *y opinion. 2023 was one of
! the best World Indoor Bowls

I Championships I have atrended
(ffi I in my 24 years ar Potrers Resort.

- Hopton-on-Sea.
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