. ASK THE UMPIRE: Allan Thornhill

One to me? No one to me!

This month, | take a look at some more of the questions that are doing
the rounds in email and on social media. Plus, | report on some recent

et me start with quite
a common question
which some quarters
believe should be
covered in the Laws of
the Sport.

We are playing a fours
competition, a single rink
team game of fours between
one club and another. On
one end, it is clearly one shot
to the red team but close for
second shot and as the skips
play their bowls, the head
doesn’t change but everyone
wants to have a look to see
if their eyes are better than
their opponents.

When all the bowls have
been played, everyone wants
to share an opinion but
ultimately the Thirds on both
sides need to make a decision
on how many shots are being
scored in this end. They both
agree that the red team have
one shot so they remove it
and place it to one side. Both
thirds have a wander into
the head in turn, they walk
around the head to see it
from a different angle, the

successes in ITO accreditations

second from the red team
chips in and says he thinks
its their shot and gets a stern
glare from the blue thirds.
One to me? Says the red
third, no, one to me says the
blue third. One of the skips,
by now sitting on the bank,
shouts up the rink demanding
for someone to get on their
knees and measure.

But who should measure?
Red or blue. Red because
they already have a shot and
are asking for two or blue
because they are contesting
the claim for two?

Well quite simply, it really
doesn't matter. Yes, the
argument above stands that
logically the red third would
measure because they have
already agreed one shot but
equally it wouldn't make a
difference if the blue third
measured. We are simply
trying to ascertain the result of
the end and if the bowls are
almost equidistant then it
shouldn't matter who
measures.

Whoever has a measure in
their pocket can do
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it, whoever can safely

get on their knees and
importantly get back up
again or whoever doesn't
mind getting their knees
wet. In the words of the skip
- someone get down and
measure it before it

gets dark.

And there lies the reason
it is not covered in the law
book. What is covered is
simply the statement that
the shots should be agreed
by both opponents. So,
if one doesn't agree with
the result of the measure
then they can measure it
themselves, or to save all
that time - call the umpire.

An interesting question
online recently relating
specifically to bowls
rebounding from the bank.

I will also cover the same
scenario if the jack rebounds.
The question from Donnie in
Glasgow goes like this: “On
Saturday, opposite skip drove
and hit my bow! off the rink, it
bounced back onto rink via the
ditch wall, we removed it as we
agreed it had gone out of play,
my question is, what happens
if it was a chalker?”

Well Donnie, you definitely
did the right thing by
declaring that rebounding
bowl dead. Law 17.1.2 covers
this as follows:

17.1.2 A bowl is a dead
bowl if, it is not a toucher and
rebounds onto the rink after
contact with the face of the bank

Your question was about
a toucher rebounding and
this is covered by implication
by the same law. It is a dead

“We are simply trying to ascertain the
result of the end an if the bowls are
almost equidistant then it shouldn’t
maller who measures”
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bowl if it is not a toucher but
will remain in play ifitis a
toucher rebounding.

With the jack thereis a
specific law that deals with a
rebounding jack:

Law 21.1 The end will
continue if; when the jack
is at rest on the rink, it is
driven against the face of
the bank and rebounds onto
the rink of play.

Hope that clarifies that
query for you Donnie.

ITO ACCREDITATION
SUCCESSES

Back in May, | had the
pleasure of attending the
Ralson Bowls Club in Paisley,
near Glasgow, with my
fellow World Bowls assessor
Roger Black. On a cool damp
Sunday morning, we set up
a series of exercises on the
rinks and conducted eight
ITO accreditations.

As a reminder, ITOs are
World Bowls International
Technical Officials and
officiate at events managed
by World Bowls. The

accreditation process tests the
candidates’ skills in measuring,
marking and laws knowledge.

At Ralston, we had three
existing ITOs who were put
through their paces as part
of a five-year re-accreditation
cycle. We also had five new
candidates who carried out
slightly different elements of
the assessment.

There is no margin for
error for new candidates
that complete four parts
to the whole assessment.

In part one, they have 15
theory questions to answer
in 45 minutes without the
aid of a law book. Part two
sees them marking a short
five end game of singles

to identify various skills in
marking followed by visually
determining shot bowls and
distances. In part three, they
conduct five single handed
measures and finally in part
four, they carry out four long
measures with assistance.
Pass mark for the measuring
elements is 90, for the theory
80%, but the crucial one,

“World Bowls now have accredited
I'T1Os in 14 countries and with the
increasing number of events coming on
stream the officials are as busy as ever”

100% for identifying the
correct shot in each measure.

Those seeking re-
accreditation have similar
elements but with a reduced
number of theory questions
and five more complex
measuring exercises.

The pass marks remain the
same though.

I would like to congratulate
the following for successfully
passing the accreditation
to become ITOs: Robert
McPherson, Dan McManus
and David Rice all from
Scotland.

Also, congratulations to
Graham Senff from Scotland
and Neill Brice from Ireland
for successfully passing their
re-accreditation.

At the beginning of July,
on the opposite side of
the world, my colleague

Michael Johnson oversaw
an accreditation process

at Christchurch in New
Zealand. Even though it is
their winter, they appeared
to have a warm day with
some icy conditions in

the morning, rather like
Paisley! My congratulations
go to Andrew Hampton on
successfully passing the
accreditation.

World Bowls now have
accredited ITOs in 14
countries and with the
increasing number of
events coming on stream
the officials are as busy as
ever. If you have significant
experience as an umpire
and wish to be considered
for ITO accreditation,
please visit the World Bowls
website and check the
criteria and application. @
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