
HOES
here can be [ttle doubt that the
design of lawn bowls clothing and
footwear has a bearing on recruitment
and retention of members in clubs.

Without evidence I would suspect that clubs
persisting with blazers, white shirts, ties, white
trousers and brown or white shoes are not
encouraging younger players to walk through
their doors.

Clothing asidg many questions are
raised about stylg colour and compliance
of bowls shoes. There are an abundance
of manufacturers and retailers of shoes

specifically designed for the sport, but there

umpiring stints.
At the British Bowls event in July, I resorted

to apatr of black Sketchers after a painful
first day in a pair of bowls shoes. The same

must apply to players and playing two or
more three-four hour games a day will take its
toll on those pins.

So, what about these questions round
compliance and are bowls shoe manufacturers
complying with the requirements with their
ever evolving designs? Do trainers from

brands such as Sketchers, Addidas,
Nike etc meet our

requirements for
, the sport?

Firstly, let's

the Law Book, specif,rcally
Appendix A.2.

A.2.1 Players, umpires and markers
mwt wear /lat-soled ('heel-less')

footwear when they play on the
green or act as umpires or markers.

Well, that could not get more
straightforward, could it? Well,
it appears that questions can still
be raised about the interpretation

of 'flat-soled'. Note that it does
not mention'smooth-soled'. This

wording was removed with the
introduction of the Crystal Mark

"fifi, trdla{Et gl}owt
these Westiavds

Modern bowls shoes have some areas

of indentation, they are still flat. Where
questions are raised is around those
shoes that push the boundaries with their
indentations and grip. I have included some
examples of bowls shoes available on the
market nowadays and also included a photo
of the sole of my Sketchers. So where do we
draw the line with what is or isn't acceptable?
All bowls shoe manufacturers are fully aware
of the requirements of the Laws of the Sport
and it is generally accepted that if they are

specifically made for the
sport then they must be
fine to wear. However, let
me highlight the second
part of Appendix A.2.

A.2.2 World Bowls
and Member National
Authorities cln approve
specific colours for
footwear and the types
of sole.

o.. On the lace ol it this
g " sounds like a bit of a

cop out on World Bowls
behalf but actually it is there for very good
reason. The Laws of the Sport apply around
the World and we all know that surfaces
that we play on vary considerably, be they
indoor carpet, soft grass, hard weed surfaces,
outdoor synthetic etc. All of these surfaces
can react in different ways to the type of shoe
we wear, the type of delivery and so on. So,

this clause has been added to allow individual
bowling nations to decide what type of sole is

acceptable on their surfaces.

It will come as no surprise to you that some
countries do an excellent job with permitting
certain shoes and others don't. As new shoe

are also high street names whose trainers are edition of the laws almost 20 years ago and
being seen on the bowls greens. yet we still get that interpretation. Flat-soled

Speaking personally, finding a comfortable does not mean smooth. Indeed, I have seen

and supportive pair of bowls shoes is several accidents on the green and on slippery
challenghg. I have suffered in the past with green surrounds caused by bowls shoes with
Plantar pain especially after long smooth soles.
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